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It is a great pleasure to contribute to this 40 Anniversary Special of Voice and 
to celebrate 40 successful years of the Social Sciences Society, HKUSU. The 
Society is a key part of the Faculty of Social Sciences, and an important partner 
for me in leading the Faculty to new heights of achievement. I congratulate the 
Society on its Anniversary and wish it all the very best for the future. 



The Society's 40 Anniversary year is proving to be one of the most challenging 
we have known. In 2008, economic crisis has developed to such an extent that it 
now envelops the world and stands alongside international terrorism and 
environmental degradation as one of the key issues facing global leaders. 
Furthermore, we have all seen in the forces that are currently sweeping the world 
that mainstream economics premised on the rational actor paradigm cannot fully 
explain events. Rather, we must look to disciplines found in the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, such as politics, psychology and sociology, to grasp what is going on. 
The importance of social sciences remains just as great today as it has ever been. 

At the same time as we try to understand all that is happening around us, it is also 
necessary always to engage with the contemporary world. The Faculty is strongly 
committed to its twin agendas of social innovation and global citizenship, both of 
which require undergraduate students on its flagship programme to move beyond 
the campus for some of their learning. Today students from the Faculty are 
undertaking innovative social projects not only in Hong Kong, but also in many 
other parts of China, Asia and the world. This is an area that the Faculty intends 
to develop still further in the years ahead. 

This anniversary year is therefore an exciting time to be studying social sciences 
at HKU. I hope that the Society will have many excellent years ahead as it 
continues to work with the Faculty to promote social sciences both at the 
University and in the wider society. 

Professor Ian HoIIiday 

Dean 

Faculty of Social Sciences 
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Financial Tsunami and Social Enterprise 

Raymond Yim 

The outbreak of financial tsunami has a significant impact on global economy. Hong Kong being a 
financial centre is no exception. The response towards the financial tsunami so far is rather 
expectedly negative. Nevertheless, audience provided quite positive feedback last month when I, 
in the capacity of professional accountant, and a well-known insurance company regional 
director were talking to the public on Cable TV. Apart from the professional approach in 
explaining purchasing financial products nature and consequences, the introduction of social 
enterprise (SE) coupled with CSR (corporate social responsibility) also plays a crucial role in 
generating such positive feedback. 

In view of the drastic decline in Hang Seng Index and closure of retail chains that certainly ends 
up in increasing in unemployment rate, the emerging of social enterprise may provide a feasible 
solution to solve the problem. Social enterprise is talking about double bottom-line and such 
principle may be more acceptable by the community (employers and employees) under the 
present Hong Kong scenario. Hong Kong people, in particular the group of entrepreneurs, should 
start thinking more about life, CSR, caring company, empowering the deprived group, 
entrepreneurship enhancement and social enterprise. 

For SME (small and medium enterprise), the writer's invented "SME to SE to SME" seems have 
room for application. Social enterprise together with government financial assistance (such as 
HK$6M guarantee), as well as SME own initiatives with the dual objectives of sustainability and 
CSR makes social enterprise workable. To put into practice, Hong Kong Social Enterprise 
Incubation Centre can provide professional advice given by accountants, lawyers, IT specialist 
and bankers, together with alumni and the input of new and creative business plans produced by 
university students makes perfect cross collaborations for reengineering ordinary business into 
social business. 

Regarding multinationals and listed companies, it is time to move from CSR (around 25% of 
companies in Hong Kong are engaging in CSR to meet legal requirements or set up volunteer 
teams) to social enterprise. The writer also invented "McDonald for the poor" which the retail 
chains in Hong Kong may consider. To elaborate this concept further, one have to consider the 
main reason for poor people to remain poor is largely because they have no or limited assets. 
Starting a business is the first step to own assets. For the retail chain can initially set aside one 
outlet selling as franchise store, say @HK$3M loan to the deprived group on a longer credit term, 
say for 3 years payback period to a group of 50 people, as according to Hong Kong Companies 
Ordinance shareholders of a limited by shares company is restricted to 50 shareholders. Upon the 
expiry of 3 years, the same HK$3M can be "reuse" to start another outlet for the deprived. 

(P.T.O) 
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Social entrepreneur has to be innovative while ideas generated can be replicated and scaling up. 
Social enterprise development can to some extent counter-balance the negative impact of the 
financial tsunami. These innovative ideas can provoke new thinking as well as attracting the 
attention of both alumni and students to make social enterprise practical in Hong-Kong. In 
return, HKU may consider presenting a 3E Awards (Empowerment + Enhancement = 
Entrepreneurs) to successful social enterprise projects. 

Mr. Raymond C.M.YIM is Founding CEO to Hong Kong Social Enterprise Incubation Centre Limited and 
CM Consultants. Mr. YIM is Hon. Treasurer (Deacon) to Hong Kong Methodist Church and Hon. 
Secretary to the Institute of Financial Accountants and sits on numerous NGO Boards actively 
promoting social enterprise in Hong Kong four sectors (commercial / academics / NGO / government). 
Raymond is also co-organizer to Hong Kong Social Enterprise Summit (November 2008). 



Languages-Social Sciences? 

Ricky Tso - Faculty of Social Sciences 



in, 



"Wow, you study social sciences? So are you going to be a social worker? " 
"Social Sciences ehh? I see! Isn't that the same as Sociology? " 
"What do you guys do in social sciences? " 

I am sure most of you have come across people asking you the above questions. But do we, 
Soscientists, know exactly for sure what Social Sciences are? Is it only confined to those 
disciplines offered by the Faculty of Social Sciences? If you search in Wikipedia, it tells you that 
social sciences are "academic disciplines concerned with the study of the social life of human 
groups and individuals". This includes, of course, geography, journalism, politics, psychology, 
social work and sociology, as what's offered under the Faculty. Besides those, social sciences also 
include anthropology, economics, law and Linguistics. For the last discipline raised, I would like 
to point out here how significant languages are in affecting each and every one of us, particularly 
in the fields of social sciences. 




Languages are something that no one can avoid in daily social lives. It is which that keeps the 
day-to-day interaction of mankind possible. It is easy to notice how you are bombarded with 
languages every single minute. You can start imagining yourself on your way to a morning 
psychology lecture. You are met with signs and symbols, perhaps telling you directions or 
persuasive slogans from posters of student societies' adverts. Then, you meet some friends and 
you all greeted each other. Then you arrive in the lecture room in which the lecture is given in an 
interesting manner (which is actually the factor that attracts you back to HKU that early) with 
occasional Youtubes and questions answering. After the lecture, you may want to pop a quick 
snack in Starbucks. You read from the menu and make an order at the cashier. This is a typical 
day of almost every student in HKU in which languages cannot be taken out. 

In the political world, manipulating languages is something that politician often do. The well- 
know "I'll get the job done" (I'll get it done, but it is not necessary I who does it) and "I'll try my 
best" (I'll just try, and to what degree is "my best" is not defined). Those pragmatic expressions 
are also used in everyday lives. 

From the bible, the diversity of languages is a punishment from God. Yet, this diversity may also 
be well explained by the geographical differences and variations in geography. Hence such 
diversity is well appreciated in the field of social sciences. 

Then, in all sorts of researches that require interview, both the interviewer and the interviewee 
are expected to follow the Cooperative Principles of conversation. This requires the speakers and 
hearers giving truthful, sufficient, clear and relevant answers for each other in order to carry out 
a coherent and cohesive conversation successfully. Every gestures and signs occur in the 
conversation is also significant to the expression of oneself. 

The effect of languages in our lives, to an extent, has become an inseparable part. How we 
communicate with each other, how we receive information about the outside world, and even 
our thought may be well affect by languages. Especially in this globalising world, we should take 
note of every single aspects of communication and the contribution languages have for it. News 
that we hear from the media nowsdays such as news about the economic crisis, the poisonous 
dairy products in China, the US election, etc. can only reach us when languages are used. 
Languages is something so important that linguistics can actually be applied to every disciplines | 
mentioned in the field of social sciences. ' 
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